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BUENOS AIRES 3321 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, AS 

SUBJECT: RADICAL PARTY LEADER BALBIN DETAINED 


REF: BUENOS AIRES 3176 


1. DR. RICARDO BAIBIN, HE AO OF THE RADICAL PARTY CUCRP) 
WAS DETAINED FOR SEVERAL HOURS ON MAY t BY POLICE 
AUTHORITIES IN THE TOWN OF VILLA MERCEDES, 

PROVINCE OF SAN LUIS, FOLLOWING A REQUEST BY PARTY 
MEMBERS TO MOL 0 A DINNER FOR BAIBIN IN THAT TOWN WHICH 
THE AUTHORITIES TURNED DOWN. ACCORDING TO NEWS ACCOUNTS, 
SEVERAL LOCAL PARTY LEADERS WERE ARRESTED ALONG WITH 
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BALGIN AND BALBIN'S SON. 


2. UCRP SOURCES IK BUENOS AIRES INFORM US THAT BALBIN 
WAS RELASED ABOUT 4 AM, MAY 2, AFTER KIS STATEMENT 
WAS TAKEN BY A JUDICIAL AUTHORITY. PARTY SOURCES 
RELIEVE THAT SAN LUIS POLICE WOULD NOT HAVE ARRESTED 
BAIBIN WITHOUT HAVING RECEIVED ORDERS TO 00 SC FROM 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AUO THEY SUSPLCT THAI INTERIOR 
MINISTER HARGUINDEGUY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS 
LATEST POLICE ACTION. HARGUINDEGUY, AS WE REPORTED REFTEl, 
IS BELIEVED BY PARTY LEAOERS TO HAVE ALSO IMSPIRED 
THE ARREST APRIL 23 OF UCRP LEADERS IN BUENOS 
AIRES. HARGUINDEGUY MAOE A STRONG SPEECH AT THE SAME 
TIME EMPHASIZING THAT POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITY WAS 
STILL BANNED AND PUNISHABLE UNOER THE LAW AND THAT 
THE DIALOGUE CALLED FOR BY PRESIDENT VIDELA DID NOT 
ENCOMPASS THOSE COMPROMISED BY THE PAST ANO 
AT ANY RATE HAD NOT YET OFFICIALLY BEEN INAUGURATED. 
JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES ARE NOW REVIEWING THAT CASE TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER ANY JUDICIAL CHARGES WILL BE LEVELED 
AGAINST THE LEADERS INVOLVED IN THAT INCIDENT. 


3. ACCORDING TO PARTY SOURCES, BALBIN IS IN 
GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS AND NOT SUFFERING ANY 
NEGATIVE AFTEREFFECTS FROM THE SAN LUIS INCIDENT. 
HE IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO BUENOS AIRES TODAY. 


4. FORMER GOVERNOR Or BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE, OR. 

OSCAR ALEHDE, IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSAOOR, 

INTERPRETED SAN LUIS INCIDENT ANO THE PREVIOUS 
DETENTION OF RADICAL PARTY LEADERS AS INTENDED BY 
THE VIDELA GOVERNMENT TO DEMONSTRATE TO HAROL INING ELEMENTS 
IN IKE MILITARY THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS CAPABLE 
OF KEEPING THE POLITICIANS UNDER CONTROL. 

COMMENT: BALBIN, MORE THAN ANY OTHER OF THE 

SCENE, IS THE EPITOME OF THE CLASSICAL ARGENTINE 
POLITICIAN WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE “GRAN ACUERDO" 

WHICH LED TO THE RETURN OF PERON IN 
1573. CONSIDERED THE “GRAND CLO MAN OF ARGENTINE 
POLITICS* BY THE POLITICAL PRESS, THE LEAOERS OF 
OTHER PARTIES RECENTLY PAID A MUCH PUBLICIZED CALL 
ON BALBIN ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RECOVERY FROM 
A BRIEF ILLNESS. END COMMENT. 



Lot 81D208 
Box4963 (2/12) 


m. 



